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PREFACE

There are two classes of people, ane which is interested in its lincage and one
which is not. This book is compiled to give pleasure to the first class and to put
in permanent form records which otherwise might be lost to posterity. It is
submitted with the many imperfections which, even with the utmost care, a work
of this kind must necessarily contain. Exactness in dates and names has been the
aim, but there are surce to be mistakes due to typographical errors, to oversight in
repeated transcriptions or, in some instances, to the difficulty of deciphering bad
chirography, cither in old records or in correspondence. Often information on the
same subject from different sources does not agree in dates or even in names;
often copies of the same record by two different persons vary and at times the same
record sent twice by the same person is different.  Frequently there is a difference
of a year, sometimes of a day, seldom of a month, except that June, July and Jan'y
or May and Mch are confused. Both private and public records are often in-
accurate and when they disagree it is not always that a compiler can tell which is
correct. Frequently in the following pages, both the private and public records
are given.

William Eddye, the Vicar, when writing his name, spelled it Eddye, but in his
will, except for his own name, the spelling is Eddie, even when attached to the
names of his children. This spelling was kept by John of Watertown for some
time, but it changed to Eddy quite carly. The spelling Edy occurs there several
times. In Plymouth the early spelling was Eedey, but Edey, Edy, and Eddey
frequently appear. In Bristol, R. I, Ady and Adye are found. In order to avoid
confusion it has been deemed wise to keep the spelling Eddy throughout the book,
cicept in quotations and in the case of the Vicar. Likewise the forms, Obadiah,
Zachariah, and Eleazar, were chosen from the many variations in the spelling of
the names. .

In the genealogies of the Eddy family published carlier, there were no references
to authoritics for the statements printed. This Genealogy has been wholly re-
written from the beginning and authorities given for the various dates and state-
ments. So many lines are so entirely different from those in the earlier books,
that it has been thought necessary to quote quite fully from deeds and wills to
show why a change has been made. The reader can then follow the line of proof
and decide for himself whether to adopt or discard the line as herein set orth.
For that reason many more abstracts of deeus, which show relationship and
mention other members of the immediate family, are given here thanare ordinarily
found in a genealogy. In addition to such deeds there are many abstracts of those
which show the location of the homesteads. It must be admitted that the in-
formation in these quotations, when they concern a branch other than one's own,
seems prosy, lengthy, and almost unnecessary, but when they are about one's
own ancestors, they are full of interest, almost thrilling, and scem very short and
meagre, when so much more could have teen written.

Such records as have no reference to putlic documents, whether printed or in
manuscript, or to other gencalogies, town historics, or town and county records,
were obtained from family records by correspondence. This is true of almost
all of the records of the last one hundred years, when the branch has lived outside
of New England. The compiler has to assume that such records are accurate.
It is impossible in a work of this size, to check by reference to public documents
every such name and date. Itisalso impossible to give the name of the member
from whom each individual item has been obtained. Thesc records are on filein
the Eddy Family Association and appear in this volume, ecither without any
reference attached or with the legend, **Family Record.”

One great difficulty that the compiler has had to contend with has been to
decide just how far back the knowledge sent to the Association was first-hand
knowledge, and not copied from. some earlier work. Many a weary hour spent in
trying to reconcile conflicting data would have been saved, if the correspondent
had stated, **Here personal knowledge ceases,” and then given references for the
rest of the information. .
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The compiler regrets that the descendants of every adult male have not heen
traced. This could not be done without the help of every family bearing the
name Eddy in these United States. No one knows better than she how very in-
complete this book is, but in seli-defense she is obliged to say that she has faith-
fully tried to interest many who have not deemed her personal letter worthy of a
reply, and that many others felt that when they had filed their own individual
records they had done enough and could not take the time to obtain those of
relatives.

The compiler wishes to express her thanks for the kindly assistance which she
has received from the Rhode Island Historical Society, the Connecticut Historical
Society, and State Record Library at Montpelier, Vt., and the Bristol County
Registry of Probate and Land Records at Tatinton. She wishes to acknowledge
her indebtedness especially to the Rev. William Bell's * Memoir of Rev. William
Eddye, M.A,, Vicar of Cranbrook, 1591-1616""; and to the Eddy Family Bulletins
which have printed the results of the research carried on by Miss Clara A, Avery
in England, through the agency of Mr. Bower Marsh, managing director of
Phillimore & Co. Ltd., London;and to the “ History of Marthas Vineyard" by Dr.
Charles E. Banks. She wishes to express her gratitude for the monographs pre-
pared by Myron Asem Eddy, William Justus Eddy, William David Eddy, William
Simonson Eddy, Byron Barnes Horton, and the Eddy Family Association of
Eddyville, N. Y.; each of which was a very complete record of a branch from an
ancestor of the period of the Revolutionary War or earlier. She wishes to thank
Mrs. Elizabeth French Bartlett and Mr. Howard M. Chapin for timely hints and
suggestions; Mrs. Ida Ferry Welsh, Mrs. William Norton and Mr. Horace Dick-
eiman for their great help in scarching records; Mrs. Alpha (Haight) Ruf, Mrs.
Caroline (Haight) Adams, Mrs. Ellen Augusta Eddy and Miss Clara Arlette
Avery for their material contributions for research work; the various officers of
the Association, whose interest throughout has been most keen and whose help
has always been forthcoming, when asked for; and the many individuals who have
cheerfully given of their knowledge to make this work a success. She also wishes
to thank Mr. Will Currier Eddy, who has taken full charge of the illustrating and
printing of the book. Especially docs she wish to express her gratitude to Mr.
James Williamson Eddy, the Executive Secretary of the Eddy Family Association,
Inc., for his assistance and co-operation throughout the years, and to Hon. Samuel
Alden Eddy, for his encouragement and advice, when the *spirit was weak,” but
most of all to her long-suffering husband, William Holden Eddy, who in spite of
having had the *“Eddy Genealogy " as a subject of conversation almost daily for
over six years, nevertheless most generously aided in that most arduous task, the
reading of the proof of the pages of this book. '
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