Margaret Durack
14215 Bitternut Woods
San Antonio, Texas 78249-1446
Phone:  210 493-6323    
Email: pdurack@satx.rr.com



14 July 2015

Dear Mr. Burns,

I am the current Registrar for Ol’ Shavano DAR Chapter, writing on behalf of pending member Peggy Jo Johnson in response to the attached Have Written letter.  Her application was submitted by the previous Registrar, however clarification of her father’s birth requires that a substitute for pages 2 & 3 of her application be submitted, which are also attached. There are no changes to the first and last pages of the original application, only to the lineage and reference pages.   
 
Following is the requested clarification RE:  Generations 2/3: birth of Robert Richard Johnson

Attached:  
1. St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Lewisburg, PA – Cover Letter & Baptismal Record for Robert Richard Johnson
1. 1940 Federal Census – Lewisburg, Union Co, PA – Sheet 2A
1. Obit – Mary E. (Grenoble) Johnson naming son William Irvin Johnson
1. Testimony of H. Dale Johnson
1. Testimony of Edwin G. Johnson

The applicant has personal knowledge from both her father and grandmother concerning the circumstances of her father’s birth:
1. A son was born to Kathleen Lebkicher on 10 Mar 1923.  Kathleen Lebkicher was unmarried at the time.
1. Kathleen Lebkicher married Joseph Johnson on 28 Mar 1925.  Joseph Johnson assumed legal and financial responsibility for Kathleen’s son, who was then named Robert Richard Johnson.  
1. NEW DOCUMENTATION:  Robert Richard was baptized on 31 May 1925, after his mother’s marriage to Joseph Johnson, with place listed on the attached baptismal record as “Home of Grandparent Lebkicher”

The baptismal record states relationship by referring specifically to Lebkichers as grandparents of Robert Richard Johnson.  The definition of “grandparent” is either parents of the child’s mother or father.  Marriage certificate confirms that maiden name of Mary Kathleen, wife of Joseph Johnson, was Lebkicher.  



[bookmark: _GoBack]In response to your email to Peggy Johnson dated 9 February 2015, addressing suggestions from “some of our Directors and Assistant Directors” [following discussion] of this issue”:

Option #1 presented by Brendon Burns:
“Court documents to prove Robert’s adoption by one of the parents through marriage. If he was adopted by Joseph as his son, this would then likely conclude he was Mary’s son, and if that is the case, Joseph Johnson would then become XX, since the lineage goes through Mary Lebkicher.”
The applicant has no knowledge and no documentation to show where, when, or even if an adoption took place.  She and her sister have been quoted “a $1500 retainer… to petition the Court… and hope there is an original birth certificate of your father in the file” – an enormous expense to search for court documents with no reasonable expectation of success.  

Option #2 presented by Brendon Burns:
“If it is possible that there was a witness to the birth of Robert Johnson, who could prove who his parents were. There was a case of this previously that helped prove a lineage in the past, though it may not be possible for this situation, given the time frame.”
If alive, Robert Johnson would be 92 years old today, any adult present would be over age 110, so not a possible option. However Robert Johnson has two living half-siblings, born after the marriage of their mother, Kathleen Lebkicher, to Joseph Johnson with personal knowledge concerning the circumstances of their brother’s birth.

The circumstances of Robert Johnson’s birth were not a family secret.  He and his step & half-siblings were aware that they grew up in a blended household.  The attached 1940 Federal Census – Lewisburg, Union Co, PA – Sheet 2A – Family residing at 213 Fourth Street – names Joseph Johnson, wife Kathleen and the following children:
1. William: attached obit for Joseph Johnson’s first wife names son William as her child with husband Joseph.  
1. Robert: attached baptismal record states that his Grandparents are Lebkicher.
1. Dale:  attached statement from H. Dale Johnson provides personal testimony that he has “always been aware” that his brother Robert was the biological child of M. Kathleen Lebkicher Johnson, but not that of Joseph Johnson.
1. Edwin:  attached testimony from Edwin G. Johnson states that he knew his brother was the biological child of Mary Kathleen (Lebkicher) Johnson, but not that of Joseph Johnson.

Based on the attached documentation , which includes personal knowledge of the applicant and her father’s half-brothers, it is clear that Robert Richard Johnson was the biological son of Mary Kathleen Lebkicher.  We hope that this additional information completes the application process and that you will approve Peggy Jo Johnson for membership in the DAR.

Sincerely,



Margaret Durack
Registrar Ol’ Shavano Chapter

