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Texas Governor Coke R. Steveqson

Born: Mar 20, 1888

Passed: |Jun 28, 1975

Birth State: Texas

Party: DDemocrat

Family: | Married twice--Fay Wright (one child);
Marguerite (King) Heap (one child)

Pt e Office Dates: Aug 04, 1941 -
ooy Jan 21, 1947
e Succeeded

e () State I
Website :

Born in Mason County, Texas, Coke R. Stevenson was largiely self-educated. An attorney, banker,
businessman, and rancher, he served as Kimble County Attorney from 1914 to 1918, Kimble County Judge
from 1918 to 1921, a member of the Texas House of Representatives from 1928 to 1938-during which time he
was Speaker for four years, and Lieutenant Governor from 193?9 until 1941, when he succeeded to the
governorship upon the resignation of Wilbert O'Daniel. Elected to two full terms in his own right, he retired
the state's public debt, and was known for his strong support of higher education. After serving the longest
period as governor of Texas until that time, he left office in 1947, L%etuming to his ranch near Junction, Texas.
The following year, he lost the Democratic primary for the U.S. Senate to Lyndon B. Johnson by eighty-seven
votes in a disputed election. He died in San Angelo, Texas and was iburied on his ranch in Kimble County.
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STEVENSON, COKE ROBERT

STEVENSON, COKE ROBERT (1888-1975). Coke Robert Stevenson, governor of Texa
Methodist bishop Thomas Coke, was born on March 20, 1888, to Robert Milton and Virgi

Stevenson in a log cabin in Mason County, Texas. His father was a schoolteacher and su

s, named for
nia (Hurley)

rveyor in various

Hill Country areas, including Sutton County, where Stevenson finished his formal schooling (a total of seven

years of three-month school terms). His father opened a general store in Junction, Kimble

teenager Coke went into the business of hauling freight between Junction and Brady. He

> County, and as a

studied history

and bookkeeping by the light of campfires, sold the freight line, and went to work as a jarItor for the

Junction State Bank. He was soon doing the bank's bookkeeping, and by the time he wa

made cashier. He studied law at night, passed the state bar examination in 1913, left the

twenty he was

bank to practice

law, and organized and became president of the First National Bank in Junction. As a young man he was

involved in many small businesses in Kimble County, including the Junction Warehouse (

motion-picture house, a hardware store, an automobile agency, a weekly newspaper, a d

Company, a

rug business, and

the establishment of the Las Lomas Hotel in Junction. In Kimble County he served as county attorney

(1914-18) and as county judge (1919-21). He was elected to the Texas House of Repres

sentatives in 1928,

and he was a member of that body from 1929 to 1939. He served as speaker of the Hou

e from 1933 to

1937, the first person ever to hold that office for two successive terms. Stevenson was elected lieutenant

governor of Texas, and served from 1939 to August 4, 1941, when he became governor
O'Daniel resigned to become United States senator. Stevenson was elected governor on

He was reelected in 1944 by an overwhelming vote, and his tenure from August, 1941, to

fter W. Lee
his own in 1942.

January, 1947,

was the longest consecutive service of any Texas governor up to that time. Stevenson's ITac::;md in the

legislature showed a concern for soil conservation laws, expansion of and a permanent

the state highway system (see HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT), an enlarged building progra

University of Texas, and increases in teachers' salaries. He was a strong believer in fisca

and as governor he emphasized conservative financial policies; his administration began

nancing policy for
m for the
| responsibility,

with a state

treasury deficit and ended with a surplus. Not an extremist on states rights, he was nevertheless against

the centralization of governmental power, and he opposed some of the domestic policies

Roosevelt administration.

Coke Stevenson was married to Fay Wright on December 24, 1912; they had one son. D

of the Franklin D.

uring Stevenson's

first year as governor, in January, 1942, his wife died. He remained a widower until January 16, 1954, when

@ Handbook

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fst48

Site

5/18/2014 7:36 AM




STEVENSON, COKE ROBERT | The Handbook of Texas Online| Tex... http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fst48

he was married to a widow, Marguerite (King) Heap; they had one daughter. When he left the Governor's
Mansion in 1947, Stevenson returned to his 15,000-acre ranch at Telegraph, near Junction. His last political
race, for United States senator in 1948, was the only one he ever lost, and it perhaps gave him more

national attention than he had ever received before. That election, which he lost to Lyndon Baines Johnson

by eighty-seven votes, may have changed the course of history, for Johnson went on to become president
of the United States. The contest between Stevenson and Johnson was the closest senatorial race in the
nation's history; after Stevenson appeared to be the winner, an amended return came in from Precinct 13 in
Jim Wells County, a stronghold of George B. Parr?, giving Johnson 201 votes and Stevenson only 2 votes;
this decided the election in Johnson's favor, with a total state vote of 494,191 for Johnson and 494,104 for
Stevenson. Stevenson contested the election, claiming there had been fraudulent votes cast in Duval
County and in Precinct 13 in Jim Wells County. The dispute was carried all the way to the United States
Supreme Court, but after the voting lists from Box 13 were lost or stolen and the Duval County returns were
bumed prior to the date set by law, the federal court ruled that it did not have jurisdiction in the case.
Stevenson's plea to the United States Senate was refused, and he took the defeat with bitterness. He
remained disenchanted with the Democratic party during his long retirement from active politics. For

president he supported Republicans Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1952 and Richard M. Nixon in 1960, Barry

Goldwater in 1964, and Nixon again in 1968.Stevenson, a tall, quiet, pipe-smoking, Western-type man, died
at the age of eighty-seven on June 28, 1975, in Shannon Memorial Hospital in San Angelo. He was buried

on his ranch in Kimble County. He was a Methodist and a Mason.
See also GOVERNOR; LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR.
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