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whom further ; and Rachel, who became the wife
of William H. Applegate, now deceased.

Richard C. Chamberlain began his education
in the public schools in his native place, and
pursued advanced studies in the private school
of Rev. Mr. Marcellus, of New Egypt, Ocean
county, New Jersey. He then completed a
course in Stewart’s Business College, in Tren-
ton, graduating therefrom in 1899. In Febru-
ary of the following year he entered upon the
study of law in the office of Hugh H. Hamill,
in Trenton, and was admitted to the bar of Mer-
cer county as an attorney in 1896, and as a coun-
sellor in 1go4. While industriously caring for
the legal interests of a large and influential
clientele, he at the same time renders efficient
service in various important financial institu-
tions. Since 1889 he has been actively identified
with the Real Estate and Title Company of
Trenton, passing through its various depart-
ments to the position which he occupies at the
present time. that of secretary and treasurer,
and he is also sccretary of the Mercer Trust
Company. In both positions he is recognized as
an admirably equipped man of business, and one
of unusually clear judgment. He is a member
of the Masonic. fraternity, and is affiliated with
the varions bodies of the order up to and in-
cluding the thirty-third degree, Scottish Rite,
and is a member of Capital City Council No. 392,
Roval Arcanum. He is a Presbyterian, and in
politics is a Republican.

Mr. Chamberlain married, September, 1887,
Mabel C. Curtis, a daughter of Joseph J. and
Fanny M. (Combs) Curtis. and to them have
been born four children: Earle, born April 29,
1889 ; Frank, October 29, 1892; Helen, April 21,
1895; Richard, December 4, 1899.

GEORGE THOMAS CRANMER, of Tren-
ton, New Jersey, was born at Barnegat, Mon-
mouth (now Ocean) county, December 6, 1848,
and is the son of Captain George Cranmer and
Charlotte Shreve (Collins) Cranmer. The pa-
ternal and maternal branches of his family are
of English origin. The Cranmer family is one
of the oldest in New Jersev, and claims descent
from the family of the celebrated Thomas Cran-
mer, Archhishop of Canterbury, who was burned
at the stake for his devotion to Protestantism by
order of Queen Mary at Smithfield, England,
Mav 21, 1556.

The Cranmer family in New Jersey is de-
scended from William Cranmer, who settled at
Southold, Long Island, in 1640, and whose de-
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scendants settled in Monmouth county and at
Little Egg Harbor in the early part of 1700. A
paternal ancestor, Daniel Leeds, was the com-
piler of William Bradford’s New York Alman-
acs, and a Quaker writer and controversialist of
great fame in his day, who settled at Little Egg
Harbor, Leeds Point, New Jersey, in the latter
part of the seventeenth century.

George Cranmer, the father of George Thom-
as Cranmer, was born at Poplar Neck, Mon-
mouth, now Cedar Run, Ocean county, Septem-
ber 11, 1824, and is the son of John and Let-
tice Leeds Cranmer. John Cranmer, the father
of George Cranmer, was born at Poplar Neck,
Monmouth, now Cedar Run, Ocean county, and
is the son of Levi Cranmer.

The ancestors of the Collins family of East-
ern New Jersey came from England and settled
in Monmouth, now Ocean county, in the early
part of 1700. Ebenezer Collins married Ann
Woodmansee, of Good Luck, December 27, 1748.
He was a trader, and was engaged in seafaring
pursuits. He sailed for South America on a
trading expedition, and was never afterward
heard from.  Charlotte Shreve Collins Cran-
men, the mother of George Thomas Cranmer, is
directly descended from Ebenezer Collins. She
is the daughter of Benjamin and Maria Mills
Collins. and was born at Barnegat, Monmouth
(now Ocean) county, December 12, 1824. She
died July 7. 18065.

James Edwards, the maternal ancestor,
settled in Pennsylvania before the Revolutionary
war, and was a captain in one of the associated
companies of Kent county, August, 1748, in the
service of the Province of Pennsylvania in the
Colonial or Provincial wars. He was wounded
by a musket ball in the leg in the battle which
resulted in General Braddock’s disastrous defeat
and death near Fort Duquesne, July 9. 1755. He
afterward served as a soldier in the Revolution-
ary war under Washington, and was engaged in
the hattle of Trenton.

George Cranmer, the father of George Thom-
as. was a sea captain, and died January 5, 1851,
at the carlv age of twenty-six years.

The subject of this sketch having been left
fatherless at an earlv age, the responsibility of
his training fell to his mother, who devoted all
her efforts to secure for him the advantages of
a good education. After faithfully availing him-
self of the educational facilities afforded in his
native village, he entered Pennington Seminary,
at Pennington, New Tersey, in his fourteenth
vear. At the age of sixteen and before gradu-
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“Andsoit s, too, with family recollections. To have had forefathers renowned for honorable deeds, to
belong by nature to those who have bravely borne their part in lite and refreshed the world with mighty
thoughts and healthy admiration, is a privilege which it were mean and selt-willed to despise. It is
as a security given for us of old, which it were falsehearted not to redeem; and in virtues bred of a
noble stock, mellowed as they are by reverence, there is often a grace and ripeness wanting to selt-
made and brand-new excellence. Of like value to a people are heroic wational ¢raditions, giving them
a determinate character to sustain among the tribes of men, making them familiar with images of great
and strenuous life, and kindling them with fairh in glorious possibilities." —Martineau.

ILLUSTRATED.

VOLUME 1. i

THE LEWIS PUBLISHING COMPANY
NEW YORK CHICAGO
1907





