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About York County, Pennsylvania, 1801-73: Canadochly Lutheran and Reformed Congregations
York County lies along the southern border of Pennsylvania, with the Mason-Dixon Line serving as its southern boundary. This database contains records from the Canadochly Lutheran and Reformed Congregations located in Lower Windsor Township, which lies in York County. Researchers will find mostly records of baptisms and communions, although some marriages and burials are included for individuals in this area between 1801 and 1873.
Church records rank among the very best genealogical records available worldwide, but they are one of the most under-used sources in American genealogy. Until the advent of vital statistics in the United States—a very late development in most states—church records were the primary source of birth, marriage, and death information. The sheer number of denominations and affiliate churches has made identifying and locating each one's records a time-consuming ordeal for most genealogists. Church records also vary a great deal in content and emphasis according to the basic theology of the religious group that created them.
Early immigrants from England, Scotland, and other European countries brought their religious beliefs, institutions, and customs with them, including the keeping of church books in which to record births, baptisms, confirmations, marriages, communion lists, deaths, and burials. Lutheran and Reformed Church records in Pennsylvania rank among the very best church records available.

Original data: Records transcribed from Family History Library microfilm copies of church records for this locality. For more information, see the Family History Library Catalog (FHLC) for #0387949.
The Canadochly congregations were organized about 1753 and a register was begun in 1755. In 1769 a warrant for land in Lower Windsor Township was issued which included the union church and cemetery. The union arrangement ended in 1907; the Lutherans kept the old site and the Reformed congregation built nearby.
Original records difficult to read before ca.1860 because of bleed-through of ink in record books.  Text in German and English.
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